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SUB J : PRESIDENT LAUGERUD EXPRESSES SATISFACTION WITH US ARMS 
POSTURE 

1 . IN TWO ENCOUNTERS WITH LOCAL PRESS IN RECENT DAYS, PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD HAS SHOWN A MODICUM OF SATISFACTION WITH U.SM 
RESPONSIVENESS TO GUATEMALAN REQUESTS FOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 
RETURNING FROM WASHINGTON SEP 8, HE TOLD REPORTERS IT 

HAD NOT BEEN NECESSARY TO TAKE UP THE ISSUE OF ARMS SALES WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER "INASMUCH AS THE MATTER IS ON TRACK (ESTA 
C AMIN ANDO)." DURING COVERAGE OF THE SPANISH KING'S VISIT 
SEP 1 1, LAUGERUD. CITING U.S. DISPOSITION TO SELL VEHICLES, 

GREANDES AND AMMUNITION, CHARACTERIZED THE USG AS #HAVING 
BECOME MORE FLEXIBLE" ON THE SUBJECT OF ARMS SALES. 

2. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS REPRESENT A CONSIDERABLE CHANGE 
IN THE TENOR OF THE PRESIDENT’S PUBLIC COMMENTS ON U.S. ARMS 
POLICY TOWARD GUATEMALA. AS RECENTLY AS JULY, LAUGERUD CHAGED 
AT ALLEGED U.S. REFUSAL TO SELL TO GUATEMALA BECAUSE OF U.S. 
AFFINITY WITH BRITAIN (GUATEMALA 4583). HE AND OTHER GOG 
SPOKESMEN, IN LAMENTING THE SO-CALLED U.S. "EMBARGO", 
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HAD IGNORED THE FACT THAT MOST PURCHASE REQUESTS FOR 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAVE BEEN ROUTINELY PROCESSED. THE 
KEY TO THE CHANGE IN THE PRESIDENT S TONE WAS THE DECISION 
TO GO FORWARD WITH THE SALE OF MUCH-NEEDED 5.56 AMMUNITION. 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, GOG SENSITIVITY TO ANY EVIDENCE OF AN 
EROSION OF U.S. NEUTRALITY ON BELIZE GAVE THE AMMUNITION 
DECISION HIGH SYMBOLIC VALUE. 
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